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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the influence of gender and personality traits among inmates in Ekiti
State prisons. The study adopted an €x-post facto research design. A total of 120 inmates were
conveniently and purposefully sampled in the study. These participants were administered

with Big-Five Personality Questionnaire and Brief Criminal Attitudes Scale together with

hypotheses were tested in the study using independent sample t-test, two was confirmed and
the other was rejected. The result of the tested hypothesis showed that personality traits did
not predict criminal tendencies [F (5 118)=1.3 85,p>.001, R’= .057]. Age did not have a
significant influence on criminal tendencies (M =20.04,SD =229 M =20.22,SD = 2.08), [t
(118) =-422; p >0.5].Gender does not have an influence on criminal tendencies (M = 20.00,
SD=2.18, M =20.74, 8D'= 2.26) [t (118) = -422, p>0.5], Conviction status did not have an
influence on criminal tendencies (M = 20.00, SD = 2.18. M =20.33, SD = 225)[t(118) =-

Keywords: Gender, personality traits, age, conviction status, prison, Ekiti State.
Word Count: 210
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTT ON

1.1. Background to the study

pickpockets, shoplifting, rape, Fraud, stealing, assassination, assault, kidnapping, forgery,

societies have recorded  higher percentages of criminal activities than others,



According to crime statistics by the Nigeria Police Force, crime has shown an upward
trend in the past years in Nigeria, According to the Poljce Headquarters report in Lagos
from October 1995 to October 2005, the risk has continued to increase yearly in

arithmetic progression (Crime Statistics, Nigeria Police Headquarters Lagos, 2005).

Or countries, For instance, in the Western world Same sex marriage is a normal behaviour

but in Nigeria, it is seen as a crime that is punishable by law.

The House of Representatives had op May 30th 2013, passed the Anti -Same Sex

which may be cultural, social, political, psychological and economic conditions.
Crime is an act defined by law. It is an act or omission which renders the person doing

the act or making the omission liable to punishment (Okonkwo, 1980).



Summary, an attitude ig g learned predisposition to respond consistently in g positive or
negative way to some person, object or situation (Petty, Ostrom and Brock, 1981).

A considerable amount of differences exist in the crimes committed and the

value items. This reflects the conventional domestic €Xpectation that tie womep to



shopping for basic household good in supermarkets while men are able to shop for

Luxuries (Smart, 1977). The fact that the difference between male and female crime rates

behaviours, focusing on sensing, thinking, and feelings. The personality of the individua]
is the settled framework of references within which a person addresses the current
situation and decides how to behave. Personality is g comprehensive, all embracing
concept and the total pattern of characteristics ways of thinking, feeling, and
behaving that constitute the  individual’s distinctive method of relating to the
environment, Personality is a sum totg] psychological characteristic of a person that are
common as well as unique. The integrated and dynamic organization of the physical
mental, moral and social qualities of the individual, as that manifests itself to other
people, in the give and take of social life (Ramalingam, 2006).

Studies in the Western countries have examined the various personality factors in

relation to crime but with some mixed results. Openness has generally shown to be



traits of offenders did differ from the general population, although, the differences
were  usually  small. Zimbardo (1972) said that, there were some evidences that
delinquents and criminals might be more emotionally disturbed thap the general
populations.

Tenibiaje (1995) observed that the personality characteristics of juvenile
delinquents and criminals were not similar, in terms of extroversion, neuroticism
and psychoticism. Understanding why crime occurs requires an appreciation of the
complexity of human behaviour. Behaviour is not determined by one factor, but rather
influenced by a host of interrelated factors (Bandura, Reese & Adams, 1982). For
example, an individual’s action to losing his or her Job may vary according to factors
such as age, coping skills, personality, level of social Support, or financial statys. Thus,
both individual and structural level factors are essential to explaining current behaviour
and to predicting future behaviour, Although Gottfredson & Hirshi  (1990) are
sociologists by training, they argued that people differ in an underlying crimina]
propensity, i.e. low self-control. Mills (2002) reported that norms and influence from

criminal friends interact with criminal attitudes, and when coupled, the relationship to



criminality is particular strong, Additionally, Rhodes (1979) found that people who enter
prison with low levels of antisocial thoughts and attitudes develop more deviant attitudes
with the passage of time. This increase in antisocia] attitudes is likely due to the

association with criming] peers within the prison environment,

(Financial Times, 2009). In the 1980s, serious crime 8reW 1o nearly epidemic proportions,
particularly in Lagos and other urbanized areas characterised by rapid growth and
change, by stark economic inequality and deprivation, by social disorganisation, and by
inadequate government service and law enforcement capabilities (Nigeria, 1991). In
Nigeria, the annual crime rates fluctuated at around 200 per 100,000 populations unti] the
early 1960s and then steadily increased to more than 300 per 100,000 by the mid-1970s,
Available data from the 1980s indicated a continuing increase, Tota reported crime rose

from almost 21 1,000 in 1981 to between 330,000 and 355,000 during 1984 — 85 The

(Nigeria, 1991). In the early 1990s, there was growing number of robberies from 1,937 in
1990 to 2,419 in 1996, and later the figure declined to 2,291 in 1999 Throughout the
1990s, assault and theft constituted the larger category of the crime. Generally, the crime
data grow from 244,354 in 1991 to 289,156 in 1993 (Uche, 2008) and continued to
decline from 241,091 in 1994 to 167,492 in 1999 (Uche, 2008). The number of crime

slightly declined to 162,039 in 2006, a reduction of 8 percent from 2005 (Uche, 2008).



1.2. Statement of problem
The Nigerian prison system is witnessing an €normous increase in people delving

in and relapsing into crime and criminality. This development has challenged the

as the best in the world. Owing to this, every society is using every instrument within its
possession to ameliorate or eliminate crime to the barest minimum. In the same vein,
researchers are not relenting in this effort, They work hard trying to contribute thejr
quota towards this objective through research works, Westende (1998) conducted a
research to understand the causes the effects of crime and deviant behaviour. It was
observed that profoundly ill-discipline and violent student’s behaviour are detrimental
and disturbing not only to an individual or students, but also to effective learning and
teaching in classroom.

However, in as much as Mmany researchers concentrated only on the Political,
Sociological and Economical factors paying little or no attention to psychological factors
such as Personality, Attitude, Age etc, Therefore, this study deemed it necessary looking
at the influence these factors could have on crime. Knowing fully well that an individual

tendency towards a stimulus cap be used to predict his actual behaviour towards such



Therefore this research tends to answer the following questions:
* Is there a gender difference on criminal tendencies among adolescent’s
inmates in Ekiti state prisons?
* Do personality traits independently and jointly predict criminal tendencies
among adolescent’s inmates in Ekiti state prisons?
® Is there age difference on criminal tendencies among adolescents inmates
in EKkiti state prisons?
1.3. Objectives of study
The main objectives of this study is to understand and explain the influence which
gender and personality traits have on the criminal tendencies among adolescents inmates
in Ekiti state prisons. To examine the causes of crimina] tendencies and grant measures to
amend them,
However, the specific objectives are to:
® Examine whether gender will influence criminal tendencies among
adolescent’s inmates in Ekiti state prisons.
® Examine whether personality traits will independently and jointly predict
criminal tendencies among adolescents inmates in Ekiti state prisons.
* Examine whether age will have an influence criminal tendencies among
adolescent’s inmates in Ekit; state prisons.
1.4. Significance of study
In its broadest sense, the outcome of this study is aimed at improving the existing
body of knowledge in the literature on gender and personality traits and its influence op

criminal tendencies. It usefulness to counselling units or centres of schools will aid






CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter reviews the theoretica] framework and empirical

findings regarding
the issues of gender, personality and criminal tenden

Cies 1 the research
2.1. Theoretica] Framework

2.1.1. Theory of Gender Roleg

Social Role Theory

reflect the human capital of
Women and men, For developmenta] researchers, they arise from sex-linked temperament
and

socialization €Xperiences, Evolutionary psychologists
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in activities that are marketable in the paid economy. Furthermore, perceivers tend to
essentialize gender by viewing the different behaviours of the sexes as dye to inherent
differences in the natures of men and women. Thus, even though the division of labour is
tailored to local conditions, it tends to be viewed by the members of a society as
inevitable and natural. The social behaviours that typify the homemaker provider division
of labour differ in their emphasis on communion versus agency (Eagly, 1987; Eagly and

Steffen, 1984). Thus, women’s accommodation to the domestic roje fosters a pattern of

12



Women’s communal activities encompass child-rearing, a responsibility that

requires nurturing behaviours. The importance of close relationships to women’s

communicate nonverbally. In contrast, men’s accommodation to the employment role,
especially to male-dominated occupations, favours a pattern of relatively assertive
behaviours that can be termed agentic (Eagly and Steffen, 1984). The distribution of the
sexes into occupations is another important source of observations of women and men.
Given the moderately strong sex segregation of the labour force (Tomaskovic-Devey et
al., 2006), perceivers infer the typical qualities of the sexes in part from observations of

the type of paid work that they commonly undertake. Research has shown that

(Ridgeway and Bourg, 2004; Wood and Karten, 1986). Women’s lesser access to such

roles may favour more supportive behaviour (Conway et al., 1996).



with these roles, Therefore, the most likely route to a smoothly functioning social
interaction is to behave consistently with one’s gender role or at least to avoid strongly
deviating from it In summary, gender roles are emergent from the activities carried out
by individuals of each sex in their typical occupational and family roles. To the extent
that women more than men occupy roles that are facilitated by predominantly communa]
behaviours, domestic behaviours, or subordinate behaviours, corresponding attributes

become stereotypic of women and part of the female gender role.

2.1.2. THEORIES ON PERSONALITY
Psychoanalytic theory of personality

Psychoanalytic theory which was developed from the writings of Sigmund Freud
(1856-1939), posits that a] humans have natura] drives, instincts and urges that are
repressed in the unconscious and is developed early in life and is composed of three
distinct parts: the id, the €80, and the superego (Siegel, Senna & Welsh, 2006). The id
represents the instinctual drives, the g0 represents understood social norms that harness
or suppress the id pleasurable desires, and the superego is learned moral reasoning
(Siegel et al.).

The psychoanalytic perspective of personality emphasizes the importance of early
childhood experiences and the unconscious mind. This perspective on personality was
created by psychiatrist Sigmund Freud who believed that things hidden in the
unconscious could be revealed in a number of different ways, including through dreams,
free association, and slips of the tongue, Neo-Freudian theorists, including Erik Erikson,

Carl Jung, Alfred Adler and Karen Horney, believed in the importance of the

14



unconscious but disagreed with other aspects of Freud's theories. Sigmund Freud stressed
the importance of early childhood events, the influence of the unconscious and sexual
instincts in the development and formation of personality.

Erik Erikson emphasized the social elements of personality development, the
identity crisis and how personality is shaped over the course of the entire lifespan. Erik
Erikson explained personality in the role of an “identity crisis” created by inner turmoil
or problems (Siegel et al., 2006). As has been noted by many critics of psychoanalytic
theory, this identity crisis created by inner turmoil is difficult to test or validate
empirically. The utility of psychoanalytic theory to explain complex, adjustment
problems, and maladaptive behaviour is limited by the lack of evidence to support it
(Shoemaker, 2005; Siegel et al.) and by the “‘circular nature’’ of psychoanalytic thought
(Pfohl, 1994). That is the unconscious manifestations of pathology are “‘inferred from
behaviour and that behaviour jg interpreted as a Symptom of the pathology (Pfohl,
1994).

However, Carl Jung focused on concepts such as the collective unconscious,
archetypes, and psychological types. Alfred Adler believed the core motive behind
personality involves striving for superiority, or the desire to overcome challenges and
move closer toward self-realization. This desire to achieve superiority stems from
underlying feelings of inferiority that he believed were universal. Karen Horney focused
on the need to overcome basic anxiety, the sense of being isolated and alone in the world,
She also emphasized the societal and cultural factors that also play a role in personality,

including the importance of the parent-child relationship.

15



Big-Five Personality Theory

Many contemporary personality psychologists beljeve that there are five basic
dimensions of personality, often referred to as the "Big 5" personality traits. The five
broad personality traits described by the theory are extraversion, agreeableness, openness,

conscientiousness, and neuroticism., Today, many researchers believe that they are five

researchers including Norman (1967), Smith (1967), Goldberg (198 1), and McCrae &
Costa (1987).

However, the various personality traits are discussed according to the Big-Five
personality theorists.

Openness

Openness to €Xperience is the tendency of the individual to be
imaginative, sensitive, original in thinking, attentive to inner feelings, appreciative
of art, intellectually curious, and sensitive to beauty (Costa&McCrae, 1992; John

&Srivastava, 1999).  Such individuals are willing to entertain new ideas and

® Very creative

* Open to trying new things

16



® Focused on tackling new challenges

* Happy to think about abstract concepts
Those who are Jow on this trajt:

® Dislike change

®* Do not enjoy new things

® Resist new ideag

* Not very Imaginative

* Dislikes abstract or theoretica] concepts

Conscientiousness

measure or outside €Xpectation. Conscientiousness describes socially prescribed
impulse contro] that facilitateg task- and goal-directed behaviour, such as thinking

before acting, delaying gratification, following norms and rules, and planning,

details.

Those who are high on the conscientiousnegs continuum also tend to:
® Spend time preparing
* Finish important tasks right away
® Pay attention to details

* Enjoy having a set schedule

17



People who are low in this trajt tend to:

* Dislike structure and schedules

® Make messes and not take care of things

® Fail to return things or put them back where they belong

® Procrastinate important tasks

* Failto complete the things they are supposed to do
Extraversion

Extraversion g characterized by excitability, sociability, talkativeness,

assertiveness, and high amounts of emotional expressiveness, People who are high in
extraversion are outgoing and tend o 8ain energy in socig] Situations, People who are low

in extraversion (or introverted) tend to be more reserved and have tq expend energy in

assertive, active, upbeat, cheerful, optimistic, and talkative. Such individuals like
people, prefer groups, enjoy excitement and stimulation, and eXperience positive
effect such ag fnergy, zeal, and excitement (Costa& McCrae, 1992; John &
Srivastava, 1999),
People who rate high on €Xtraversion tend to-

* Enjoy being the centre of attention

® Like to start conversations

* Enjoy meeting new people

® Have a wide social circle of friends and acquaintances

* Finditeasy to make new friends

18



® Feel energized when they are around other people
* Say things before they think about them
People who rate low on extraversion tend to-
®  Prefer solitude
® Feel exhausteqd when they haye to socialize a Jot
* Find it difficyujt to start conversations
® Dislike making small tajk
* Carefully think things through before they speak
® Dislike being the centre of attentjon

Agreeableness

are sympathetic ¢ others and haye a desire to help others; in retum they expects
others to pe helpful. In essence, agreeable individualg are  prosocial and have

communal  orientatjop toward others (Costa & McCrae, 1992;  John &Srivastava,

Mmanipulative,

People who are high in the trajt of agreeableness tend to-
* Have a great deg] of interest ip other people
® Care about others

®* Feel empathy and concerp for other people

19



Enjoy helping and contributing to the happiness of other people
Those who are low in this trajt tend to:

® Take little interest in others

* Don't care aboyt how other people fee]

® Have little interest ip other people's problems

® Insult and belittle others

N euroticism

i adjustment oy
stability and €motional maladj

usiment or neuroticism (Costa and McCrae, 1992),

John &Sri vastava, 1999

Individuals who are high in neuroticism tend to-

® Experience g Jot of stress

Worry about many different things
*  Get upset easily

® Experience dramatic shifts in mood

e Feg] anxious

20



Those who are low in this trajt are typically:
° Emotionally Stable
® Deal well with stress
* Rarely feel sad or depressed
®* Don't Worry much

® Very relaxed

Eysenck Personality Theory

you give long lists of adjectives 1o large number of people for them to rate themselves
On, you have prime rayw Mmaterial for factor analysis, Imagine, for cxample, a test that

included words like “shy “introverted,” “outgoing,” “wild,” and SO on. Obviously, shy

and others stil] that will find “higher eve]” dimensions or factors that organize the

2]



went to the physiological research to find possible explanations, The most obvious place
to look was at the Sympathetic nervoys System. This is part of the autonomic nervous

System that functjons S€parately from the central nervous System and controls much of

others. Some people remain very calm during emergencies; some people feel

considerable fear or other emotions; and some are terrified by even Very minor incidents,

22



similar to our Common-sense understanding of them: Shy, quiet people “versyg” out-

going, even [oud people. This dimension, too, is found in €veryone, but the physiologica]

explanation is g pj more complex .
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2.1.3. THEORIES ON CRIME

Psychological Theories and Perspectives of Crime

dysfunctional, or inappropriate mental processes within the personality of the individyal,
Finally, these defective or abnormal mentg] Processes could be caused from a
variety of things, including 2 diseased mind, Inappropriate learning, improper
conditioning, and the absence of appropriate role models or the strong presence of
inappropriate role mode].
However, certain psychological theories of crime are explained.

Psychoanalytic theory of crime



created by inner turmoil or problems (Siegel et al.,

critics of psychoanalytic theory,

unconscious Manifestations of pathology are “inferred from behavior*’

Is interpreted as a symptom of the pathology (Pfohl, 1994),

Additionally, all humang have criming] tendencies o potentials, Thege tendencies

are curbed, however, through the process of socialisation, A child that i improperly

socialised, then, could develop g personality disturbance that causeg him or her to direct

26



behaviour, and the environment (Bandura, 1977). According to this theory, ap

symbolic Tepresentations and self-generated stimuli and self-imposed consequences, (2)



Self Control Theory

behaviour. Criminal acts provide the excitement and gratification to satisfy their needs.

development op the parents’ inability to socialize the chilq correctly. The authors



sanction system” (Gottfredson and Hirschi, 1990). In other words, low self control



and that individua] decision making influenceg behavior. Second, in contrast to



future offending. Finally, they recognize that fluctuations in criminal  behavior can
also result from what they term social capital. For example, job stability in a quality
occupation and the involvement in quality relationships o marriages can impact the
individual’s likelihood of remaining in crime. The authors, however, fail to include
personality as a factor that influences an individual’s environment, Specifically, McCrae
and Costa ( 1999) argue that an individual’s personality can influence their preference for

friends, situations, their ideologies about how the world works, and their own social

development and stability of criming] behavior, Any reference to personality is made
only asa recognition that individual decision making is influenced by many factors,

one of which may be personality.

personality as a  caysa] or predictive variable. However, research conducted by

developmental theorists is able to contribute to this stability debate.

31



Strain theory

Robert K. Merton (1938) developed the first major strain theory in criminology.
He argues that all people in the United States are encouraged to strive for the cultural
goal of monetary success. Lower-class individuals, however, are often prevented from
achieving this goal through legitimate means. Their parents may fail to provide them with
the skills and attitudes necessary for school success, they may live in communities with
inferior schools, and their parents often lack the money to send them to college or set

them up in business. As g consequence, lower-class individuals more often experience



more likely than others to cope with straing through crime. Agnew’s (1992) introduction
of GST rejuvenated criminological Social control theory (Hirschi, 1969) explains crime

in terms of the absence of positive relationships with conventional others, such as parents

38



negative emotion of anger, which is said to energize individuals for action, reduce
concern for the consequences of one’s behaviour, and create a desire for revenge. Agnew
(1995) suggests that researchers should examine both “long-term or chronic anger and the
frequency of angry episodes,” that is, trait anger and state anger. State anger is a

transitory emotional condition due to annoying or frustrating situations, whereas trait

Because of this trait—state causality, while GST focuses on state anger, trait anger
is also relevant to the theory. In addition, state anger can further be conceptualized and
measured as ‘situational anger,” produced by a particular strain that functions as a
‘situational event’ (Agnew, 1992), Although, for Agnew (1992), anger is the “most
critical emotional reaction for the purpose of the general strain theory”, other negative
emotions, such as depression and anxiety, are important as well. In fact, Agnew (1992)
proposes that different types of negative emotions may lead to different crimes. For
example, the inner-directed emotion of depression may be more conducive to internalized
criminal acts, such as drug use, while the outer-directed emotion of anger may be more
conducive to externalizing acts such as aggression. Finally, while classic strain theories

tend to be limited in explaining why not all strained individuals turn to crime for strain

person’s ability to engage in legal and crimina] coping, costs and benefits in regard to

34



criminal and legal coping, and disposition for criminal coping. They include both
individual characteristics (e.g. self-efficacy) ang environmenta] factors (e.g. social

support).

2.2. Theoretical conceptualisation

GENDER | . PERSONALITY TRAITS

CRIMINAL TENDENCIES :

The diagram above shows the conceptual framework of this research as it’s
explains that gender and personality traits wi]] both have influence criminal tendencies of

individuals,

2.3. RELATED EMPIRICAL STUDIES

present study.
These related empirical studjes include:
® Review of literature on Gender and Criminal tendencies,
® Review of literature on Personality traits and Crimina] tendencies,

* Review on the prevalence of crime i Nigeria.

35






Haushofer, & Fehr, 2011; Sapienza, Zingales, & Maestripieri, 2009). Interestingly,

testosterone levels may also mediate risk-taking differences in the context of crime. For

male offenders thap non offenders, indicating higher testosterone levels in offenders

(Hanoch et al., 2012),

37



on criminal behaviour.
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factors in relation to crime but with some mixed results, Openness has generally shown to
be positively correlated to crime, but not often significant (Miller et al, 2001); however,
Clower & Bothel] (2001) found openness as negatively correlated with arrests,

Extraversion was associated with likelihood of committing status offences (an action that



However, only one recent study assessed personality trait with the Big Five

Personality Inventory amongst prison inmates i Nigeria, According to Tenibiaje (1995),
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However, the rate of kidnapping has increased from 343 in 2002 to 410 in 2003,
and there has been further increase in the rate of kidnapping in Nigeria since 2004, the
figure has sporadically increased from 2007 to about 1455 and 2055 in 2010 (Nigeria
Annual Police Report 2009/2010). People are kidnapped for various reasons; the most

prevalent trend in the kidnapping crime now is hostage taking of expatriate by the Niger-

forgeries annually (Nigeria, 1991). In the early 1990s, there was growing number of
robberies from 1,937 in 1990 to 2,419 in 1996, and later the figure declined to 2,291 in
1999. Throughout the 1990s, assault and theft constituted the larger category of the
crime. Uche (2008) reported that the crime data grow from 244,354 in 1991 to 289,156 in
1993 and continued to decline from 241,091 in 1994 to 167,492 in 1999. The number of
crime slightly declined to 162,039 in 2006, a reduction of 8 percent from 2005 (Uche,
2008). The work of Shehy et al (2009) research on the analysis of crime data using
principal component analysis: A case study of Katsina State highlighted the average eight
major crimes reported to the Police for the period 2006-2008. The crime consist of
robbery auto theft, house and store breakings, theft, and grievous hurt and wounding,

murder, rape, and assault.

41



For offences against lawfy] authority, 5,938 cases were recorded ip 2008 as

against 7, 314 in 2007, Iepresenting an 18,89 decrease. For offences against Loca] Acts,

42



2.4. Statement of Hypothesis
® Personah'ty traits will independently and jointly predict criming] tendencies

among adolescent’s inmates in Ekjti state prisons.

State Prisons.

* There will be no age difference on criminal tendencieg among inmates in Ekjti

State Prisons.

tendencies in Ekiti State Prisons,
2.5. Operational definition of terms

* Gender: This cap be described as the biological sex of an individuyal, usually a

Inventory (John & Srivastava, 1999).
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represents the tendency to be sociable, assertive, active, upbeat, cheerful,
optimistic, and talkative, As measured using The Big-Five Personality Inventory
(John & Srivastava, 1999).

Criminal tendencies: The likelihood or disposition of an individual to be
involved or partake in any form of criminal behaviour and attitudes. As measured
using the Brief Criminal Attitudes Scale (Taylor, 1968).

Inmate: Inmates are previous convicts presently serving varying prison terms at

the setting of the research.
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CHAPTER THREE

of punishment and rehabilitation, The yard occupies approximately 6050M- area with a
capacity of about 500 inmates. There is 5 controller, deputy controller, warders and other
prison officials who see to the day - to - day affairs of the prisons and the inmates
ensuring their physical and menta] well-being. The research chooses the location based
on the proximity of the location to the researcher, Moreover, the location of the current

study serves as the only prison facility in the State.
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3.3. RESEARCH PARTICIPANT

3.4. SAMPLING TECHNIQUE

The sampling technique adopted Was a non-random Sampling technique of which
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3.5. RESEARCH INSTRUMENTS
A questionnaire Was used to collect datq from the field in the present study using

validated psychological Instrument to collect information from the participants of the

sections namely A, B, and C.

3.5.1. SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES

multidimensiong] personality inventory (44 items total), and consists of short phrases

with relatively accessible vocabulary. The BFT jg graded on a five degree scale, from
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SCORING: BF] scale scoring (“R” denotes reverse-scored items)
Extraversion: 1,6R, 11, 16, 21R, 26, 31R, 36

Agreeableness: 2R, 7, 12R, 19,22, 27R, 32,37R, 42
Conscientiousness: 3,8R, 13, 18R, 23R, 28,33, 38, 43R
Neuroticism: 4,9R, 14, 19, 24R, 29, 34R, 39

Openness: 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35R, 40, 41R, 44

3.5.3. Section C: Brief Criminal Attitude Scale

SCORING: Each item is scored by giving a ‘1’ for Yes answers and ‘0’ for No
answers. A participants’ variety score, which s a sum score, is calculated by summing
the dichotomous Scores on each individug] item, and it ranges between 0 and 15, with
higher scores indicating a wide variety of criming] tendencies and Jow scores a low
variety of criminal tendencies.

3.6. Procedures



using the SPSS package version 20,
3.7. Ethical Consideration
The research participants were assured of the leve] of conﬁdentiality prior to the research

which was clearly stated ip the research Instrument before the research participants
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3.8. STATISTICAL METHODS

p-value of 0.05 was used for test of statistical significance,
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CHAPTER FOUR

RESULTS

inmates (A/ =20.74, SD = 2.26), (t ( 118) = - 422; p >0.5). The result implies that gender
does not have significant influence on the Ccriminal tendencies of adolescent inmates in

Ekiti State, The hypothesis was rejected.
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Hypothesis 2

tendencies among adolescents inmates Ekiti State. Hypothesis is tested using multiple

regression. The result ig presented in table 4.2

Table 4.2: Re ression anal

Variable 0 T R R F

Extraversion -.004 -.043
M 24 057 1385
M

Openness 019 -.190

Dependent variable: Crimina] Tendencies

hypothesis two is rejected
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Hypothesis 3

Table 4.3: T-test for independent group showing the effect of age on crimina]
tendencies among adolescent inmateg

Age N Mean SpD Df T P
Criminal Tendencies

Older Adolescent 69  20.04 2.29 118 -429 >.05

Younger Adolescent 51 2022 2.08

(M=20.22, SD = 2.08), (t (1 18) = -.422; P >0.5). The result implies that age of adolescent
does not have significant influence on the crimina) tendencies of adolescent inmates in

Ekiti State. The hypothesis wag supported.
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Hypothesis 4

Table 4.4: T-test for independent group showing the effect of conviction status on
criminal tendencies amon adolescent inmates
Convicted N Mean SD Df T P
Criminal Tendencies convicted 42 2033 2025 118 -422 >05
Not convicted 78 20.00 2.18

An independent sample t-test (table 4) showed that the difference in criminal
tendencies scores between inmates earlier convicted M = 20.33, SD = 2.25) and inmates
who hasn’t been convicted before M = 20.00, SD = 2.18) were not Statistically
significant (t (118) = -422; p >0.5). This means that inmates who had been convicted
before of a crime WEre in no way better than inmates undergoing their first sentence on

criminal tendencies, Therefore, hypothesis four is Supported.
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CHAPTER FIVE

study are discussed extensively.

5.1. Discussion of Study Findings

2005; Wiebe, 2004), and neuroticism has been shown to e positively correlated to

causing property damage (Laak et al, 2003). The findings of the study also contradjcts the
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findings according to Tenibiaje 1995) where he observed and concluded that the
personality characteristics of Jjuvenile delinquents and criminals were not similar, in

terms of extroversion, neuroticism and psychoticism.

society to society suggests that much of the differences are as a result of social and
cultural acts, and that some of these differences may be the result of biological or

hormonal differences between males and females.



5.2. Conclusion
Based on the study findings, the following conclusjons are given,
* The findings of the study concluded that personality traits did not significantly
predicts criminal tendencies,
® The study findings also reported that there was no difference in the age of inmates
on criminal tendencies.
® The difference ip gender between male and female inmates on  criminal
tendencies were not statistically significant
® There was no difference between inmates who have been convicted of g crime

before and those in their first sentence.,

5.3. Implication and Recommendations



eradication of this increasing problems and ensuring a crime free society, there will be
more of people delving and relapsing into crime and criminal behaviour,
However, based on the drawn conclusion of the study, the following

recommendations are given:

to avoid re-entry and also ensuring proper rehabilitation of inmates during their
prison years it is g beneficial process to adopt so as to prevent the majority of
them committing new crimes after their release but returning to the community
and live their lives as law abiding citizens,

® A more comprehensive research should be carried out on criminal tendencies as
studies at a late stage of adolescence or adulthood is not the best representation of
when criminal tendencies, crimina] behaviour and crime g fully developed, thus
future research should examine criminal tendencies Iongitudinally at many
different ages and stages of life.

° Lastly, future research should consider the variability in the sample population in

order to have an increased Iepresentative power,

5.4. Limitations of Study
The findings of this research study must be interpreted with caution because of
several important limitations, F irstly, the study sample was not extended to other prison

facilities in the country. That is, the location of the current study is Ekiti state and so the
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APPENDIX

QUESTIONNAIRE
FEDERAL UNIVERSITY OYE-EKITI, EKITI STATE
FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY

Dear respondent,

This study is conducted by OGUNDARE OLUWASEUN FOYEKEMI, an undergraduate
student in the department of psychology, Federal University Oye-Ekiti.
Please note that your answers will be confidential and NOT released to anyone else. Your honest
answers will be highly appreciated.

Thanks for your co-operation
Consent form

I agree to participate in the study. I understand that I am free to withdraw my
participation if need be and without giving any reason, [ agree that the data gathered from this
study may be published in a form that does not identify me in any way.
Please express your interest to participate in this study by ticking ‘yes’ or ‘no’ below,

Lagree to participate:  Yes () No()

SECTION A

Age (15-22yr8)......onnn.. Sex: Male ( ) Female ( )
Religious Affiliations: Christianity ( ) Islam () Traditional ( )

What crime bought you here? Please 1T 1 ———

How many years have you used here....... ?

Have you been convicted before prior to this period: Yes/No
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SECTION B

Here are a number of characteristics that May or may not apply to you. For
example, do you agree that you are someone who likes to spend time with others? Please
rate by responding to each statement with the most appropriate answer: SD = Strongly
Disagree, D = Disagree, NAND = Neither agree nor Disagree, A = Agree, SA =
Strongly agree.

m [ see Myself as Someone Who is talkative.

2. I see Myself as Someone Who Tends to be
laz

3. I See Myself As Someone Who Tends to find
fault with others,

4, I see Myself as Someone Who is emotionally
stable, not easily upset.

i [ see Myself as Someone Who does a
thorough job,
I see Myself as Someone Who is incentive.

I see Myself as Someone Who is depressed,
blue

I see Myself as Someone Who has an
assertive personali

I see Myself as Someone Who is original,
comes up with new ideas,

I see Myself as Someone Who can be cold
and aloof.

I see Myself as Someone Who is reserved. _

12,
. until the task is finished. -
13. | I see Myself as Someone Who is helpful and
unselfish with others. -
I see Myself as Someone Who can be -
I5. | I see Myself as Someone Who can be
somewhat careless. -
16. | I see Myself as Someone Who values artistic,
aesthetic experiences. -

|
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&

17. | I see Myself as Someone Who is relaxed,
handles stress well.

“ I see Myself as Someone Who is sometimes

shy, inhibited.
19. | I'see Myself as Someone Who is curious
about many different things.




[ see Myself as Someone Who is considerate
and kind to almost everyone.

-

21. | I see Myself as Someone Who is full of
energy.

22. | I see Myself as Someone Who does things
efficiently.

23. | I see Myself as Someone Who Starts quarrels
with others.

24. | I see Myself as Someone Who remains calm
in tense situations.

25. | I'see Myself as Someone Who is reliable
worker.

26. [ see Myself as Someone that is outgoing,
sociable.

27. | Isee Myself as Someone who prefers work
that is routine.

28. | I See Myself As Someone Who can be
Tense.

29. | I'see Myself as Someone Who is ingenious, a
deep thinker.

30. | I'see Myself as Someone Who is sometimes
rude to others.

31. | I see Myself as Someone Generates a lot of
enthusiasm,

32. | I'see Myself as Someone Who makes plans
and follows through with them.

33. | I'see Myself as Someone Who Has a
forgiving nature.

34. | Isee Myself as Someone Who gets nervous
easily.

35. | I'see Myself as Someone Who tends to be

disorganized.

36. | I'see Myself as Someone Who likes to
reflect, play with ideas,

37. | I'see Myself as Someone Who worries a lot.

38. | Isee Myself as Someone Who Has few
artistic interests.

39. | I'see Myself as Someone Who has an active
imagination.

40. | I see Myself as Someone Who likes to
cooperate with others.

41. | I see Myself as Someone Who tends to be
quiet.

42. | I see Myself as Someone Who is easily
distracted.

43. | Isee Myself as Someone Who is generally
trusting.

44. | Isee Myself as Someone Who is

sophisticated in art, music, or literature.
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SECTION C

There are fifteen statements below which represent opinions that people hold.
Would you please say if you agree or disagree with the opinions by putting your mark in

the appropriate column alongside each one? Remember that there are no

<.

‘wrong’ answers, but your opinion is the one that counts. Answer all questions and be

frank. Thank you for your help.

ITEMS

[

\DOO\]O\LA-&-L»J[\.)

I deserve my sentence/ criminals deserve thejr sentence

1 did not want the police to catch me/criminal do not want the police to catch them
There are bigger prisoner outside prison than inside it

The Judge or Magistrates sentences you/criminals, not the Probation officers

The police hound you if you have a criminal record

The authorities/officers are interested in you/criminals, and try to help you or them
A fixed sentence is better than an indeterminate sentence

People get sentenced on their records, not on what they have done

The past must be forgotten

There is some point in planning for the future and not living from day to day

11

I'was able/criminals are able to get some peace when | was/they are caught

12
13
14

Punishment begins from the day you are released from the Court/Institution
Once a criminal/in trouble, always a criminal/in trouble

It is the probationers/trainees/prisoners who cause the trouble for themselves, not
other people

15

f Everybody knows me here: | have nothing to hide/criminals are at home in prisons
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